CIVILIZATION    AS   HASTENER   OF   SICKNESS   AND    DEATH
The first is a case where the man has proved " worthy of his cloth." Six foot six, and splendidly built, thus sergeant-major of the Ellice Crown Colony Police Force served in France with much distinction. The thoroughly civilized dress of the second man, however, is quite unsuited to the climate, and the British administrators are advising the natives to return to their simple " ridis," or loin cloths
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impulse from a sense of shame at the discovery of a hidden liaison, or some other scandal. The common way is to climb to the top of a coconut tree and throw oneself down, but there are also poisonings by herbs, such as the langaingai.
The islands are passing rapidly from the phase of trading in raw material into that of agriculture. Before 1860 the natives only cultivated sufficient land for their own support, and the few European settlers lived as parasites upon them. As the settlers grew in numbers, the natives began to plant coconuts and to manufacture oil for export, but it was not until the American Civil War, when the price of cotton rose enormously, that there was any organized investment of capital in the islands. With the end of the war, cotton ceased to be profitable, and the
settlers fell back upon copra, the sun-dried kernel of the coconut from which the oil is pressed. Up to about 1900 the price of copra was so low that the plantations could scarcely be worked profitably, but from 1910, and especially since the Great War, the local price has risen, and the area under coconut cultivation in Fiji alone exceeds 30,000 acres. A number of small islands in other parts of the Pacific have been leased for a term of years to a British firm of soap makers to grow coconuts as material for soap. The rather desultory work of a copra plantation suits the Melanesian temperament very well.
As soon as Indian coolies were available the planters began to cultivate -sugar. One by one the smaller companies failed, ruined by the bounty-fed beet sugar in Europe. In two years after the war sugar paid very
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